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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Mail Stop Amendment 
^ Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 

In accordance with 37 CFR §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, the information listed on the attached 
Form PTO-1449 is being brought to the attention of the Examiner for consideration in connection 
with the examination of the patent application identified above. The information which is supplied 
on the attached Form PTO-1449 is a listing of copending applications. 

This Information Disclosure is being submitted after the mailing date of the first Office 
Action on the merits but before the mailing date of any final action imder §1.113, a notice of 
allowance under § 1 .3 1 1 or an action that otherwise closes prosecution m the application. Therefore, 
Applicants have also submitted the appropriate fee under C.F.R. §1.17(TD in order for the cited 
references to be considered imder 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97. 

Applicants reserve the right to later set forth how the instant invention is distinguished over 
the disclosure of any reference or other art, including the disclosures of those references and other 
infomiation discussed herein, that may be cited by the Examiner in rejecting a claim in the 
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instant patent application. The citation of the above information is not to be construed as an 
assertion that more pertinent art could not possibly be in existence. 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner indicate consideration of the cited information 
by returning a copy of the enclosed Form PTO-1449 with initials or other appropriate remarks. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: September 9, 2004 
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227 West Monroe Street 
Chicago, IL 60606-5096 
(312)372-2000 



CHI99 43S44S2-1.064180.0201 



PTO/SB/17 (10-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. 0MB 0651-0032 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
^h^agerworj^eductior^^c^^ 
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Effective 1010112003. Patent fees are subject to annual revision. 



I I Applicant claims small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27 
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Attomey Docket No. 



10/735,491 
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The Director is authorized to: (check ell that apply) 

0 Charge fee(s) indicated below [✓] Credit any overpayments 

0 Charge any additional fee(s) or any underpayment of fee(s) 

Q Charge fee(s) indicated below, except for the filing fee 

to the above-identified deposit account. 
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Fee 
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2001 


385 


Utility filing fee 




1002 


340 


2002 
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Design filing fee 
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2003 


265 


Plant filing fee 
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2004 
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Reissue filing fee 
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Provisional filing fee 
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1202 18 


2202 9 


1201 86 


2201 43 


1203 290 


2203 145 


1204 86 


2204 43 


1205 18 


2205 9 



Deffcrfptlpn 

Claims in excess of 20 

Independent claims in excess of 3 

Multiple dependent claim, if not paid 

** Reissue independent claims 
over original patent 

Reissue claims In excess of 20 
and over original patent 
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**0f number previously paid, if greater, For Reissues, see above 
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3. ADDITIONAL FEES 



Large Entitv 



Fee Fee 
Code ($) 

1051 130 

1052 50 

1053 130 
1812 2.520 

1804 920* 

1805 1.840* 

1251 110 

1252 420 

1253 950 

1254 1,480 
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1403 290 

1451 1,510 
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1501 1,330 
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770 
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Fee Fee 
Code ($) 

2051 65 Surcharge - late filing' fee or oath 

2052 25 Surcharge - late provisional filing fee or 

cover sheet 
1053 130 Non-English specification 
1812 2,520 For filing a request for ex parte reexamination 

1804 920* Requesting publication of SIR prior to 

Examiner action 

1805 1.840* Requesting publication of SIR after 

Examiner action 

2251 55 Extension for reply within first month 

2252 210 Extension for reply within second month 

2253 475 Extension for reply within third month 

2254 740 Extension for reply within fourth month 

2255 1 .005 Extension for reply within fifth month 

2401 165 Notice of Appeal 

2402 165 Filing a brief in support of an appeal 
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1451 1 ,510 Petition to institute a public use proceeding 
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2502 240 Design issue fee 

2503 320 Plant issue fee 

1460 130 Petitions to the Commissioner 
1 807 50 processing fee under 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(q) 



1806 180 Submission of Information Disclosure Stmt 
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2809 385 Filing a submission after final rejection 
(37 CFR 1.129(a)) 

2810 385 For each additional invention to be 
examined (37 CFR 1.129(b)) 

2801 385 Request for Continued Examination (RCE) 

1802 900 Request for expedited examination 
of a design application 
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This collection of information Is required by 37 CFR 1.17 and 1.27. The Information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C, 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on 
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OTHER DOCUMENTS (including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 




AA 


Pending U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/734,401 - filed December 12, 2003. 




AB 


Pending U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/735,567 ~ filed December 12, 2003. 




AC 


Pending U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/735,366 - filed December 12, 2003. 




AD 


Pending U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/735,137 - filed December 12, 2003. 




AE 


Pending U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/735,485 - filed December 12, 2003. 




AF 


Pending U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/735,134 - filed December 12, 2003. 




AG 


Pending U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/734,528 - filed December 12, 2003. 








Examiner 


Date Considered 


*Examiner: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 
609; draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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